Results

In vivo incorporation ofn-3 PUFAs in adipose tissue
The fresh mass of subcutaneous adipose tissue (SC) was significantly higher (P < 0.01) in the fish-oil group (28.4 ± 3.0 g) than in the low-fat control group (1 ± SE: 15.8 ± 1.5 g). The fresh mass of retroperitoneal adipose tissue (RP) was not significantly different between the two groups (6.3 ± 0.5 g in the fishoil group vs 4.6 ± 0.6 g in the low-fat control group). The lowfat control diet (Table  1 ) and the adipose tissues of rats fed this diet (Table  2) contained very low amounts of the various n-3
PUFAs. Nevertheless, a differential incorporation of these fatty acids was observed in both depots (Fig 1, top) . Relative incorporation increased in this order: 20:5n-3 < 18:4n-3 < 22:6n-3
The relative incorporation of the most incorporated (Fig 2, top) and in those fed the fish-oil diet (Fig 2, bottom) depot. This is illustrated for RP of the fish-oil-fed rats (Fig 3) .
The parameters of the lines of best fit and the significance of relationships are given in Table 4 
